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         PO Box 73 
         Turangi 3334 
June 2020 
 
Dear Members and Supporters,  

It’s been an incredible year.  After one of our best summers ever with a very successful children’s 
fishing season and streams of visitors from all over the world storming the Centre we, like the rest of 
the country, were hit by the Coronavirus.  On Saturday 21 March we made the decision to shut 
down the site and a week later the entire country was in lock-down.  Our major source of revenue 
was lost and for the next eight weeks we survived on the Society’s savings with a wage subsidy from 
the Government.  Our overseas volunteers were trapped here for the first month of lock-down but 
with the assistance of the German government were repatriated home on Easter Sunday – very 
reluctantly on their part, I must add. 

Thank goodness for our bountiful summer as we have come out of the otherside of lock-down in 
relatively good shape, especially compared to other tourist dependent organisations and companies.  
Credit must go to Bevin, our CEO, and Alana for the hard work and long hours they put in during the 
preceding months in building a reasonably healthy bank balance.  You should note that we rely 
mainly on only three funding streams namely, membership subscriptions (very modest!), entry fees 
to the site, and sales of merchandise (including children’s casual fishing). Without visitors we have 
had to use funding reserves to meet our costs of maintaining our infrastructure.  So we seriously 
encourage donations as well (and continue to appreciate help from Taupo District Council, and 
Genesis) 

We are not out of the woods yet as the Society approaches the tradionally quiet season and we will 
struggle to cover our expenses.  

Our last Board meeting was unique in that it was held on line using the video conferencing, Zoom.  
At the meeting it was decided that the time is ripe to examine our public image and the way its is 
displayed.  Is the role of the Society adequately presented?  Are we making the best use of modern 
social media?  Paul Green and Graeme will look at the first issue and suggest the words that best 
describe our purpose and function.  Kim & I are looking at the means of delivery such as website, 
facebook, instagram etc.  Neither Kim nor I are experts so we are bringing in some outside help.  
Although much of the aid will be free we will probalby have to spend some funds in order to get the 
best possible outcome.  A sponsor would be most be most welcome. 

Over the next month or so we will also be developing and implementing a positive marketing plan 
aimed at creating awareness of the site and pointing out our focus on the fresh water environment, 
our children’s fishing programme and the education relating to the living habitat of freshwater in 
New Zealand. In this we recognise we offer a very special activity and are determined to share this 
with many New Zealanders and, hopefully, overseas visitors alike. 

The annual emptying and cleaning of the pond has been completed and at the time of writing, the 
new stock of fish are about to go in.  Everything should be in readiness for the July school holidays. 
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Bevin has received inquiries for group tours of the site.  This is a market which we should exploit but 
we need guides.  If any of our readers would like to help out by contributing an hour of their time, 
please contact Bevin. 

As members and supporters of the Society we encourage you to promote our existence and urge 
friends or acquaintances to visit our beautiful bit of natural New Zealand on the outskirts of Turangi 

That’s the latest news of your Society.  Please remember to renew your memberships on 1 July and 
thank for your past support. 

 

Best regards, 

 

 

Peter Baldwin 

President 

  


